February 8th, 2019

The Honorable. Andrew M. Cuomo
Governor

State of New York

Executive Chamber

New York State Capitol

Albany, NY 12224

RE: Plastic Bag Ban Executive Budget Proposal

We, the undersigned, thank you for addressing single-use plastic bag pollution in part H
of the TED In your Executive Budget proposal for SFY 2019-2020. 2019-2020. We
support your efforts to ban single-use plastic bags; however, in order to endorse the
legislation, we respectfully request modifications to the current proposal.

Our evidence-based policy preference is to support a ban on single-use plastic bags
and a fee on all other carry-out bags. However, short of a statewide fee on all other
carry-out bags, we urge you to consider three changes as part of the 30-day budget
amendments, that when included, would strengthen the legislation and offer substantial
protection for our environment.

First, amend part H of the TED to include enabling legislation to allow local
governments, in a manner consistent with the New York State Constitution, to dedicate
a local fee levied on alternative carry-out bags to local purposes. We believe such a
change will provide the incentive necessary for local governments to act to reduce the
negative externalities associated with an increase In single-use paper bags. The current
proposal already allows local governments to levy fees on paper; this change would
allow local governments to split the fee with retail establishments if they chose that
approach.

Secondly, change the language in the executive proposal to allow local governments to
mandate fees on all alternative carry-out bags (e.g., inexpensive bags marketed as
reusable or compostable). This change will prevent potential loopholes and ensure that
communities that already have local laws covering alternative carry-out bags can
continue without interference.

Lastly, remove the preemption clause that would prevent other jurisdictions from
adopting bag fees or bans that go beyond the current proposal and revise the bill
language as necessary to ensure that it does not upend existing and effective bag fee
statutes In jurisdictions like Suffolk County and the City of Long Beach. We believe that
local governments should be empowered to go further to protect the environment from
single-use plastic bags than currently proposed.



We strongly encourage you to include these three suggested changes in your proposed
statewide plastic bag ban as it will be greatly strengthened and will empower local
communities.

Thank you,
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